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HE intimate connection in which, for many 

years, I had the honour to ſtand with the 
late Rev. Dr. Jennings, has devolved upon me 
the ſervice of paying him this laſt public tribute 
of reſpect; a ſervice which that connection, and 
my regard to the requeſt of his worthy family, 
would not allow me to refuſe with decency, tho? 
I engage in it with much concern and diffidence, 
and intreat your candid attention, while I endea- 
your to lead your thoughts to ſome ſuitable me- 
ditations, on thoſe words which you have in 


LUKE ji. 29, 30. 
Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
according to thy word: For mine eyes have ſeen thy 


ſalvation. 
W that according to a law of Moſes re- 
| ſpecting firſt-born children, our bleſſed 
Saviour at about fix weeks old was carried to the 
temple at Jeruſalem, to be preſented to the Lord, 
And behold, there was a man in Feru/alem whoſe 
name was Simeon; he was a juſt and devout man, 
"Rang for the conſolation of rael; and the 
| A2 Holy 


E learn from the context, ſee ver. 21, &c, 


_—z 
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Holy Ghoſt was upon him. And it was revealed 
unto him by the Holy Ghoſt, that he ſhould not 
ſee death before he had feen the Lord's Chriſt, or 
that divine Saviour whom the ancient prophets of 
the Jews had foretold and promiſed, and whom 
he and other pious Jes were expecting to be 
manifeſted, as the author of joy and conſolation to 
Iſrael. And he came by a particular impulſe of 
the Spirit to the temple, at the time when the pa- 
rents of Jeſus brought him there. And immedi- 
ately knowing who the child was, he took him 
up in his arms, and bleſſed God, and ſaid, Lord, 

© now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart i in peace ac- 
* cording to thy word: For mine eyes have ſeen 
thy ſalvation.” This good man appears to have 
been advanced in years, drawing towards the uſual 
period of nature, and ripe and ready for his diſſo- 


Tution. But having had a divine promiſe, that he 


ſhould firſt ſee the expected Saviour come in the 
fleſh, he ſeems to have been ſome time waiting and 
longing for this happy event; and now it was ar- 
rived, he expreſſes his readineſs immediately to 
quit this world, in which he could look for nothing 
elſe worthy his notice, after his eyes had been 
bleſſed with this divine ſpectacle, after he had ſeen 


and embraced Jeſus, the Saviour of his people. 


% Now, ſays he, O Lord, thou haſt fulfilled thy 
« promiſe ; for J have ſeen him whom thou haſt 
&« ſent to be the author of ſalvation ; now thou art 
« pleaſed to diſmiſs me in peace; this was all I 
« waited for, and now my diſmiſſion from the 


+ world is welcome.” Thus the primary meap- 
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ing of the words is obvious; but they will admit 
being conſidered with greater latitude, as appli- 
ble to other good men in later ages; and may fur- 
niſh us with this general obſervation, viz. © That 
the ſervants of God, who have ſeen his alva- | 


. „ tion, are uſually diſmiſſed by him in Peace.” « 
- Hence I ſhall, 


I. Briefly ſtate the character of a ſervant of God. 


II. Shew what God's diſmiſſing his ſervants in 
peace may imply. 


III. What is meant by ſeeing his ſalvation. And, 


IV. What ground that affords for a peaceful 
di ſimiſſion. 


I. Let us briefly conſider the character of a ſer- 
vant of God, and to whom it is applicable. A 
ſervant of God is ſometimes uſed in Scripture as a 
title of peculiar honour, ſignifying one employed 
by the great God on ſome ſpecial, important oc- 
caſſon; as our great officers of ſtate, and prime 

| miniſters are often called the King's ſervants. So 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf is — called 
God's ſervant (Ja. xlii. 1.) ſo was Meſes, his type; 
and fo the Apoſtles call themſelves ſervants of God, 
or of Jeſus Chriſt T; as they were the principal 
+ miniſters in erecting the goſpel- kingdom. And 
in this view, the . appellation is en 


=_ See Miſcell. Sacr. v. 2. - 1215, 
＋ Roms i. 1. Tit, i. 1. James i. 1. 2 Pet. i. 1. 
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giyen to the 
and to the Miniſters of the goſpel under the New, 


Prophets under the Old Teſtament, 


as in 2 Tim. ii. 24. So Simeon might uſe it of him - 


ſelf, on account of his bearing a kind of prophetical 


character ; or perhaps he might only on this parti. 


cular occaſion come under a ſpecial, divine illuminati- 


on, and then the term may be taken here in a 
ſenſe, as meaning good men in general. This is 
indeed its common acceptation in Scripture. By 


ſervants of God we are therefore to underſtand - 


good perſons, or ſuch as, like this Simeon, are juſt 
and devout, (ver. 25.) ſuch as have a holy fear 
and reverence of the great and bleſſed God, for 
the ruling principle in their hearts and lives. 


This principle was frequently uſed for the whole 


of religion under the Old Teſtament diſpenſation, 
as good people were then more commonly ſtiled 
the ſervants of God; while under the New Teſta- 
ment they are uſually honoured with the title of 


God's children, in whom love to him is ſuppoſed 
to be the ruling principle. But though that love, 


which is the chief ſpring of evangelic obedience, 


caſts out ſlaviſh fear, there is a holy ingenuous 


Fear of God, conſiſtent with true love to him, 
which is an eſſential part of the religious character 
under the goſpel, as well as it was under the law, 
and which reſults from conſidering ourſelves as his 
ſervants and children both. So the Pſalmiſt calls 


upon the Saints both to fear and love the Lord, 


-and with fearing him joins hoping in his. mercy, 
and ſpeaks of himſelf as God's ſervant, devoted 


See Saurin's Sermons, Vol. V. p- 58. 
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0 his fear. To be the ſervants of God then is 
the character of all good people, or belongs to all 
ſuch as have an ingenuous reverence for God 
wrought in their hearts, governing their other 
affections, and producing a humble chearful ſub- 
miſſion to his will, and a regular courſe of obe- 

dience to his commands; to ſuch as do not wil- 
fully break his laws, nor habitually negle& any 
of the duties of religion, but heartily endeavour 
to do the whole of their duty, and glorify God in 
the world, and are fincere and faithful, though 
they are always ready to acknowledge themſelves 
unperfe& and unprofitable ſervants. But 1 ſhall 
not enlarge further on this common topic, that 
1 may have more time for conſidering thoſe par- 

ticulars which are more peculiar to the text; eſ- 
pecially as one of them, viz. ſeeing God's ſalva- 
tion, will alſo afford us a general deſcriptive cha- 
racter of good people, more peculiar to the Chat 
tian diſpenſation, We are then, 


II. To conſider what God's diſmiſſing his ſer- 
vants in peace "ay imply. And here let us, 


1ſt, Enquire into the import of God's Amiſbag 
us. Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart, more 
exactly, thou diſmiſſeft thy ſervant, It is a diſmil- 
ſion from the preſent life, from this world and 
all its concerns, which is here intended. And 
this is repreſented as > the att of oy *. it is He 


= Saurin, vol. V. p. 69. | 
A4 who 


* IFUNERAL SERMON 
who diſmiſſes us from life, who gives us leave. and 
power to die. Now this intimates two things; 


1ſt. That life is to be conſidered as a ſtation and 
ſervice, which we muſt not quit, till we are diſ- 
charged from it by the authority of God, who has 
aſſigned it us, till e gives us leave“ to depart. 
So good men are ſtiled in the text the ſervants of 
God, and he is ſtiled their Lord, or Maſter, as the 
original word + particularly means. This world 
is but a large family, which belongs to the great 
God, which he ſuperintends, and in which all 
men are but his ſervants, who have particular 
parts allotted them by him to fill up, and particu- 
lar duties to diſcharge, relative to the good of the 
whole. None of us live to ourſelves, or die to 
ourſelves ; but living or dying we are the Lord's. 
He has an abſolute right to diſpoſe of us; to em- 
ploy us in his ſervice as long as he pleaſes, and to 
diſmiſs us from it when he pleaſes. He has given 
us all, as well as our bleſſed Saviour, work to do 
here: and we muſt not grow weary of the diffi- 
culties of our place, nor impatient to quit it, till 
we have finiſhed our work, have ſerved our ge- 
neration according to the will of God, and glori- 
fied him thereby ; then like our Saviour, we may 
fo beſeech our heavenly Father, to glorify us 
with himſelf, Jobn xvii. 4, 5. So Job ſpeaks of 
*accompliſhing as a hireling his day, Ch. xiv. 6. 


See Stockius's Clavis of the New Teſtament, in the words 
&roAve, and eyaxkuw, or p. 648. 
I See Paſſor's Lexicon on the word Segmo71. 


- Till 


5 
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Till the ſervice of the day is over, we muſt not 
look for the evening of reſt ; but as ſoon as our 
work is done, God ſigns our diſmiſſion, that we 
may reſt from our labours, and go to receive our 
reward. Þ Some of the antient philoſophers uſed 
to repreſent men as in a military Capacity, who 
have various poſts aſſigned them, which it is their 
duty to maintain, till they have the leave of God 
their commander to quit them. And the Scrip- 
ture uſes the ſame alluſion, when it tells us of a 
warfare appointed to man upon earth, 7eb vii. t. 
And ſometimes it repreſents life, in alluſion to the 
Grecian games, as a race ſet before us, a courſe 
God has appointed us to complete : till therefore 
we have finiſhed our courſe, we can make no pre- 


tenſions to the crown. And whatever difficulties, 


danger, or oppoſition we have to encounter, we 
muſt not ingloriouſly deſert our poſt, or neglect 
the duties of it, except we would meet the awful 
reſentment of him, whoſe ſovereign will has 
placed us therein. Further, 


2dly. God's diſmiſſing us may intimate, that the 


preſent life is a ſtate of confinement, reſtraint and 


ſuffering to good men, from which God gives them 


enlargement by death. The Greek word in the* 
text originally ſignifies, the diſſolving any ſort of 


connection, and therefore it is naturally uſed for 


ſetting at liberty, or releaſing from bonds, as in Luke , | 


1 See Dr. Clark's Evidences of Natural and Revealed Reli 


gion, Prop. I. Or, Dr. Watts's Works, Vol. II. p. 363,4. 
Alſo the Somnium Scipionis in Tully. 
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xiii. 12. Heb. xiii, 23. and ele where. And one 
of the Greek hiſtorians * applies it with this ſigni- 
| fication to death, which he calls a diflolution of the 
bonds of the body, or a diſmiſſon from them. 
At preſent, the connection of the ſoul and body is 
ſo cloſe, that the latter has a great and almoſt ir- 
reſiſtible influence on the former, and ſo debaſes, 
depreſſes and enfeebles its nobleſt powers and fa- 
culties, that the multitude of mankind lead no 
other than an animal, or ſenſual life, and the peo- 
ple of God find great difficulty to maintain and ex- 
erciſe their ſpiritual) life, and to prevent their being 
quite overcome by bodily paſſions and appetites. 
They feel continual reſtraints and checks upon 
their divine affections and aſpirations, and perpe- 
tual impediments to their growth in grace, and 
| the improvement of their minds in knowledge, 
| piety and virtue; and therefore they canaot look 
1 upon their preſent embodied ſtate, but as one of 
| confinement and ſuffering, from which they would 
| be glad to be enlarged. And it is death that gives 
| them rele ale, by diffolving the union of ſoul and 
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body, and putting a ſtop to all the influence of 
this ſenſible world upon their immortal ſpirits. 
And ſometimes their ſenſe of the trials and trau- 
bles of life, and the impediments, ſtruggles and 
oppoſition they meet with. in religian, are ſuch, 
that they even groan under the burden, and with # 
and long for the kind deliverance of death, to oy 
give them an immediate entrance into the world 


6, YN 


* Arridn, ſee Stockius ubi ſupra, 
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of perfect holineſs and happineſs, and to the bliſs- 


ful preſence of their Redeemer, 2 Cor. v. 1—8. 
But it is their duty and care not to be patient, 
but to wait his will and pleaſure, to wait his time 
for their releaſe out of this world, who ſent them 
into it. So ſome of the heathen philoſophers, 
particularly Plato and his followers, repreſented 
the body in the preſent ſtate, as the priſon of the 
foul, into which it was ſent to do penance for the 
fins of a pre- exiſtent ſtate;* and juſtly argu- 
ed, from this falſe principle, that we are not 
to break priſon and run away. Though when 
divine Providence does itſelf offer us a juſt occa- 
ſion of leaving this world, as when a man chooſes 
to ſuffer death rather than commit wickedneſs, a 
wiſe man will then indeed joyfully depart, ſays one 


of them, as outof a place of forrow and darkneſs 


into light; yet he will not be in ſuch hafte, as to 
break his priſon contrary to law; but will go 
when God calls him, as a priſoner when diſmiſſed 
by the magiſtrate, or lawtul power. And again, 
ſays he, unleſs that God, whoſe temple and palace 
this whole world 1s, diſcharges you himſelf out of 
the priſon of the body, you can never be received 
to his favour. And ſurely Chrit:ans ſhould learn, 
with humble ſubmiſſion and patience, to wait 41s 
time for their enlargement, whoſe will fixed the 
bonds of the body upon their ſouls, and who 
alone has the right to looſe them; who has the keys 
of Hades or the inviſible world, and of death, the 


* Sve Clark, or Watts ubi ſupra, 
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entrance into itz who ſhuts and no man can open, 
and opens and no man can ſhut. Our times are 
in his hands, who has all ſecond cauſes and inſtru- 
ments under his controul: we are all immortal, 
till he ſigns the warrant for our diſmiſſion, and 
then no man can redeem his life, or prolong his 
continuance here. With reſpect to death, though 
fo deſirable an enlargement to good men, we 
ſhould learn to fay, with an excellent perſon of 
the laſt age, Lord, when thou wilt, and how 
thou wilt. When death therefore is ſpoken of, 
as God's diſmiſſing us, it intimates, that the preſent 
life is a ſtation and ſervice, which we muſt not quit 
without his leave; and a ſtate of reftraint and /uf- 
fering, from which it is his prerogative to releaſe 
us. Weare to enquire, 


2dly. What 15 meant by God's diſmiſſing us in 
peace, as he does his ſervants who have ſeen his 
ſalvation. Now this implies, 


iſt. Wich reſpect to their fate, that God re- 
moves good people out of this world, not in a 
way of anger, but of mercy and favour. The 
original word which we render by letting us de- 
part, as it ſignifies diſſolving any fort of con- 


nection, is apply'd to legal obligations, and ſignifies 


remiting debts and puniſhments ;, as in Matth. xviii. 
27. Luke vi. 37. and ſuch a meaning it will bear 
in the preſent caſe. Tho? all men are debtors and 
criminals in the ſight of God, and fin and the 


* Mr. Baxter. 
curſe 
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curſe of his broken law firſt introduc'd death into 
the world, and the wicked are arreſted by death, 
to be thrown into the priſon of hell, are driven 
away in wrath, and hurried to the place of tor- 
ment and puniſhment; yet there is One, who has 
born the curſe, and ſuffer'd the bitterneſs of death, 
for all that believe in him, and has made them 
the friends of God; Teſs - Chriſt, that Juſt One, 
who ſuffer'd for us the unjuſt, to bring us to 
God, to procure pardon and acceptance with him, 
for all penitent ſinners. To them therefore death 
is ſent, not as the executioner of the vengeance 
of an incenſed ſovereign, but as the meſſenger of 
a kind, merciful father, who, having forgiven 
them all their offences, and being fully reconciled 
to them, will not let them continue any longer in 
this ſtate of baniſhment from his preſence, in this 
ſtate of diſtance from their delighrtul home; but 
fends death to remove them from a world, which 
is too polluted and wretched to afford them reſt, 
where they can't be happy, and could not bear 
to continue always, to bring them home to him- 
ſelf, in a world of perfect holineſs and happineſs, 
a world where their treaſure and their hearts are, 
and where they deſire to be for ever. He ſees. 
they have finiſh'd the work he gave them to do; 
and he ſees fit they ſhould have no farther trials, 
but commiſſions death to admit them to their 
everlaſting reſt and reward. Death is among the 
all things which are zheir's thro? Chriſt, tis a bleſ- 
ſing of the new covenant. Death in fact is always 
an act of mercy in God to good men, as it deli- 

vers 
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vers them from the ſins and miſeries of this world; 
to take them to the happineſs of another world; 
And very often the death of good people is fo 
tim'd and circumſtanc d, as to diſcover much of 
the peculiar goodneſs of God, in taking them 
away from the evil to come, from ſuch public, or 
family troubles, or from ſuch perſonal trials of 


painful diforders, debility, and incapacity for uſe- 


fulneſs, as they might have great room to expect, 
and as would have been extremely diſtreſſing ta 
themſelves and their friends. God's diſmiſſing his 
ſervants in peace then ſignifies, his removing them 
hence by death in a way of mercy and favour, to 
take them to himſelf. This is the firſt and chief 
thing to be regarded in death. But, 


2dly. It is to be further obferv'd, that being 
diſmiſs'd in peace may reſpect the temper, with 


which good men are diſpos'd to meet death. It : 


intimates, for inſtance, 


1ſt, That they acquieſte without reluctance in 


the good pleaſure of Gad, to remove them 
out of this world. This is a happy effect of 
religion, which is generally to be obſerv'd in 
pious perſons. © The end of the upright is 
A peace,” Pal. xxxvii. 37. Whether they have 
the joys of lively hope or not, truly good people, 


if they enjoy their ſenſes, have uſually calm, peace- 


ful frames in their latter end, and are enabled to 
reſign themſelves up to the diſpofal of God, as 
children in the hands of a wiſe and tender parent. 
Jos The 
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The wicked have no reaſon to be willing to die, to 


it all their .comforts, and go to meet the anger 
of an offended God, and be doom'd to endleſs 
miſery. And with what reluctance and agonies 


are they often ſeen to make their exit! But di- 


vine grace, that has form'd the Chriſtian to reſig- 
nation and obedience to the will of God during 
life, will feldom ſuffer him to be ſo much under 
the prevalence of melancholy doubts and fears, 
when death approaches, as not to exerciſe the ſame 
oraces then, He can truſt that God with the care 
of his ſoul in the other world, who is Lord of 
both worlds, 'and has been his guide and ſupport 
in this. He can follow him thro” the valley of 
the ſhadow of death, who has carried him ſafe 
thro? the dangers and difficulties of life. He be- 
lieves that infinite wiſdom and goodneſs cannot 


have order'd his death wrong, and 1s therefore. 


ready to receive the notice of it, with a © Lord, 
„ thy will be done.” Tho' Chriftians are not to 
be weary of the duties and trials of life; ſure they 
will accept releaſe from them chearfully, and will 
be ready to give up their difficult ſervice, when- 
ever God ſees fit to employ them in it no longer, 
to quit their dangerous ſtation, when 'tis not ne- 
ceſſary for them to maintain it, and to part with 
the bodies of their vilencſs, infirmity, pain and 
temptation, and with all their connections to a 
hoſtile, enſnaring world, as ſoon as ever the great 
Diſpoſer of all events thinks proper to diſſolve 
them! This world can never be a very deſirable 
place to ſerious Chriſtians , and therefore when, 


they 
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16 A FUNERAL SERMON 
they have gone thro? their part in it, they will 


welcome their diſmiſſion from it, and be glad to 
hear their heavenly Father call them hence. So 


St. Paul was not only willing, but very deſirous to 


die, 2 Cor. v. 1—-8, Phil. i. 23. Which leads 


me to obſerve, 


2dly. That good men ſometimes enjoy very 
lively hopes, and comfortable, delightful profpetts of 
beaven, in a dying hour. They have good reaſon 
to be reſign'd to death, nay to wiſh and long for 
it, as they are ſometimes enabled to do, becauſe 
it is the means of their greateſt good. Death is 
not the friend of nature, but of grace, for it vio- 
lates nature, and deſtroys the union of its conſti- 
tuent parts, and was brought upon it as the penal 
effect of ſin; therefore nature can but view and 
dread it as it's worſt enemy; and wicked men, if 
they have any thought about them, commonly 
meet it with terror. Tis grace only can enable 
us to meet it with pleaſure, and, thro' a trium- 


phant Redeemer, to triumph over all its frightful 


forms, and view it, as in reality, a kind friend and 
benefactor, as the final period of all our ſorrows, 
and the never to be forgotten era of our higheſt 
Joys. When Chriſtians have the ſerene poſſeſſion 
of their minds, and are cloſing a life that has been 
exemplary for piety and virtue, and has afforded 
them long experience in religion, and the habit 
of faith has grown ſtrong and vigorous, for the 


moſt part they have the comfort of it's lively ex- 
erciſe at laſt, and it exerts itſelf to the utmoſt, 


when 
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when tis juſt going to be loſt in the world of 

viſion, The Scripture lays it down as a gene- 

ral truth, That the righteous has hope in his 

death, Prov. xiv. 32. and 'tis commonly veri- 

fied. The Chriſtian receives his diſmiſſion, as 

from the hands of his reconciled God and Father. 

For his faith in Chriſt, and the redemption thro? 
his blood ſpeaks peace to his conſcience, and diſ- 

arms death of its ſting, which is the curſe of 
God's broken law. He dies in the favour of 
God, and with a comfortable ſenſe of his love; 
and he believes, that the love of the eternal God 
cannot be exhauſted by what it has done for him 
here, but will do infinitely more for him hereafter. 
He has a firm faith, in the promiſe of eternal life 
to all Chrift's diſciples, and a good hope through 
grace that he himſelf is one of them; and there- 

Fore he can rejoice in hope of the heavenly glory. 
And ſometimes the comforting, ſealing influences 
of the holy Spirit are granted to departing ſaints, 
in ſuch a large meaſure, that they have not only 
the witneſs of their relation to their heavenly Fa- 
ther, but alſo the earneſt in themſelves of their 
heavenly inheritance, and can ſay in full aſſurance 
of faith, that they know they are going to a better 
world, a world of perfect peace and joy; and 
their faith almoſt making up the want of ſight, 


they can rejoice in the foretaſte of the bleſſings of 


which they are going to take paſſeſſion, and tri - 


umph in that beloved Saviour, whom they are 
juſt ready to behold ! How peaceful and joyful is 
many à Chriſtian's death! And that is very cam - 
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8 - 4 FUNERAL SERMON. 

fortable and animating to furviving friends. But 
when- this is not the caſe, it ſhould not occaſion 
doubts and fears about the ſafety of their Rate 
as the graces of true Chriſtians, particularly faith, 
the moſt neceſſary in this caſe, are not always in 
lively exerciſe, and their frame of mind depends 


much on that of their bodies, whoſe diſorders 


may impair their reaſon, or quite take ny their 
ſenſes. I proceed now to the 


IIId general head propos d, which 1s, to ſhew 


you what may be meant by ſeeing God's ſalvatiou. 


Mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation,” ſays good 


old Simeon, while he had the bleſſed Feſus in his 


arms; and therefore ſalvation, by a common figure 
of ſpeech, ſeems directly to mean the Saviour, 


or author of ſalvation. But Simeon ſtyled him 
. fo, from a prophetical knowlege of the ſalvation 
Which he was to be the author of to all people, 
that ſpiritual ſalvation, in which Jews and Gen- 


tiles and all his people partake, fee ver. 31, 32. 
As we can't at preſent ſee the Saviour himſelf, 


but may ſee his ſalvation, and muſt ſee it, if we 


would be diſmiſs'd in peace z let us briefly con- 
1 ſider, 


1ſt. What this nn means, or wherein it con- 
© fiſts. Tis no mere temporal deliverance, as the 


bulk of the Jews expected from the Meffab ; but 
- a ſpiritual falvation, as Simeon under divine in- 


: fluence deſcribes it, to be a light to enlighten 


. the es as well as the glory of acl, and as 
a . Zacba- 
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Zachariah had before deſcrib'd it, to conſiſt in 
remiſſion of ſins, and giving light to them that 
fit in darkneſs, and ini the ſhadow of death, and 
guiding their feet into the way of peace, Luke i. 
77, 79. *Tis in ſhort, the ſalvation that is in, or 
by Chrift Feſus, with eternal glory. Now this ſal- 
vation conſiſts more immediately in deliverance 
from /in; as Chriſt was to be call'd Jeſus, the Sa- 
viour, for this very reaſon, that he was to fave 
his people from their ſins, Marth. i. 21. Tis 
but initial in this world, and is to be completed 
in the other. At preſent, Chriſt's people are freed 
from the guzlt of ſin, there's now no condemna- 
tion to them that are in him; God forgives them 
all their iniquities, and is reconciPd to them, and 
grants them much peace of conſcience, and con- 
ſolation in Chriſt. They are alſo at preſent freed 
from the dominion of ſin. Sin does not reign in 
their mortal bodies, has not the dominion in 
their natures 35 becaule they are not under the Jaw, 
which only commands, without giving help to re- 
fiſt ſin, but are under the grace of the goſpel, 
which gives lite and ſtrength to ſubdue our cor- 
ruptions and overcome temptations. This fal- 
vation further conſiſts, in deliverance from all 
the penal effects of fin, The troubles of life are 
ſalutary corrections, not curſes to true Chriſtians , 
and death is but their gate to bliſs. They have 
God's favour and bleſiing, his holy image and 
likeneſs, for part of their preſent ſalvation. And 
hereafter, their ſalvation ſhall be completed, in 


their utter deliverance from the apprehenſions of 
B 2 guilt, 
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20 A FUNERAL SERMON 
guilt, the indwelling, the occaſions, and all the 
effects of ſin, and in their perfect conformity to 
God, and their full, uninterrupted, everlaſting 
enjoyment of him, in a bright and bliſsful world. 
Such is the import of falvation ; which we may 


obſerve, 


2dly. Is God's ſalvation. The text is ad- 
dreſs'd to God, when it ſays, “ mine eyes have 
C ſeen thy ſalvation. As Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour, 
is himſelf God's, is his ſon and his gift; fo the 
ſalvation we have thro? him is alſo God's ſalvation. 
The great God 1s the original author, and his 
glory is the ultimate end of our ſalvation; and he 
is to be ſupremely acknowleg'd in the, whole of 
it. So the apoſtle teaches us to trace up all its 
bleſſings to him, as their author, ſum and ſub- 
ſtance, 1 Cor. iii. 21, 23. All things are yours, 
whether Paul, Apollos, or Cephas, that 1s, miniſters 
and religious ordinances, or the world, or lite, or 
death, or things preſent, or things to come, all 
are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is Cod“ 
Nothing leſs than. the infinite wiſdom and mercy 
of the Deity, could deſign and contrive the won 
derful ſcheme of our ſalvation ; and nothing lels 
than his almighty power could carry it into exe- 
cution, and carry it on to it's perfection. He who 
was with God, and was God, the [mmanuel, im- 
mediately and in his own perſon reveal'd ſalvation 
and procur'd it for us; and he begins it in us, 
and will advance and perfect it, and beſtow ail 
it's glories upon us. And God himſelf will be the 
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life and ſubſtance of our complete ſalvation, of 
our bleſſedneſs in heaven; whoſe rivers of plea- 
ſure flow from his right hand, and whoſe fulneſs 
of joy is conſtituted by his preſence. Ze is the 
portion of his people, and their exceeding great 
reward. For when falvation is ſtyPd God's ſalva- 
tion, it may intimate it's greatneſs and value. *Tis 
fo great ſalvation, that an inſpir'd writer could not 
find an adequate, epithet for it; *tis one of that 
infinite excellency, value and extent, that is wor- 
thy of the infinite God to contrive, accompliſh 
and beſtow upon thoſe for whom he has the greateſt 
affection. But let us attend, 


2dly. To what may be imply'd in ſzeing this ſal- 
vation. Mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation,” is an 
emphatical pleonaſm, frequent in the Hebrew, 
cho* not peculiar to that language. Simeon literally 
ſaw and embrac'd the Saviour, which *tis impoſ- 
ſible for us to do; but he could only by faith diſ- 
cover the future ſalvation, of which Jeſus was ta 


be the author. Therefore as apply'd to ſalvation, 


and expreſſing ſomething common to all good 
people, ſeeing it muſt be underſtood figuratively ; 
and it's import may be compriz'd in the two fol- 
lowing particulars, 


iſt, Believing in God's ſalvation, Looking to 
Jeſus the Saviour is us'd for faith in him, as me- 
tephors borrow'd from the other ſenſes have alſo the 
ſame application; and beholding his glory, as diſ- 
play'd in the glaſs of his word, is put for believ- 
„ 9 
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ing it, 2 Cor. iii. 18. So to ſee that ſalvation 
which is in and thro' him, ſignifies having a firm 
belief and perſuaſion of it. Faith is the leading 
grace in the chriſtian life, and the firſt requiſite to 


our partaking of ſaving bleflings. They that diſ- 


believe and neglect the great ſalvation, cannot be 
partakers of it. But ſuch as would enjoy an in- 
tereſt in it, muſt ſeriouſly conſider their need of it, 
attend to its evidences, meditats on its ſuitable- 
neſs, fulneſs, extent and freedom, and be con- 
vinc'd of its divine appointment, that it is pro- 


vided for ſuch as they are, and that hey, weak 
and indigent, ſinful and unworthy as they are, 


may freely partake of it. As ſeeing is one of our 
principal means of obtaining the moſt ſatisfactory 


knowlege of things, ſo the uſe of this expreſſion 
here, may intimate that confirm'd belief, and full 
perſuaſion of the truth and excellency of the goſ- 
pel falvation, which folid and experienc'd Chriſtians 
| have, and which is neceſſary to a comfortable death; 


for though. ſafety after death is very conſiſtent 


with doubts, peace and comfort i in it require faith 


withour wavering. 


"-5dly. To ſee this ſalvation alſo implies an expe- 
r1mental acquaintance with it, or an experience of 
it, and participation in it. It is not a mere ſpecu- 


lktive belief, that comprehends all the true Ch 


an's preſent concern with the goſpel ſalvation, 


and prepares him for peace and comfort in death. 

Simeon not only ſaw but embrated Chriſt; and the 
ancient Patriarchs, whoſe faith 1 is celebrated in the 
— ö | 11th 
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14th of Heh. are ſaid, not only to have ſeen the 


promiſes of ſalvation afar off, and to have been 
perſuaded of them, but alſo to have embraced 
them. What St. John ſays of himſelf and the 
other Apoſtles, 1 John i. 1, is applicable in a ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe to all true believers, they have not only 
heard, and ſeen with their eyes, and looked upon 
it, but their hands have handled the word of life: 
or according to another ſcripture metaphor, they 
have taſted that the Lord is gracious, 1 Pet. ii. 3. 
they have had a participation and experience of 
Cbriſt's ſaving benefits, They have believed with 
the Heart unto righteouſneſs. Their minds have 
been firſt enlightened with the knowlege of the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, and their judgments convinced 


of their need of him and his ſalvation. But this 


is not all, here they have not reſted ; for then they. 
would fall ſhort of falvation at laſt. But their 
will has been brought over to approve and accept 


of Chrift to be their Saviour, in the way of che. 


Goſpel, to be their Saviour from fin itſelf, as well 
as from its puniſhment; they have been enabled 


to receive him, and give up themſelves to him as 


ſuch; their defires and affections have been ear- 


neſtly drawn out after him; and the bleſſings of 


his falvation, and they have had ſome pleaſing ex- 
perience of and delight in them; at leaſt this has 
been the caſe with them ſometimes, and eſpecially | 
in advanced and eftabliſhed Chriſtiens, who are 
ready for a peaceful diſmiſſion. Such have receiv- 


ed Chriſt Jeſus the Lord with a cordial faith, which 


has commenced a vital union betwixt him and 
B 4 them, 


At 9 


re Pang 
8 5 r 
9 war <; I Den 


W 


* * 
” + *.&& ® 


T 
o 
/ 


— — 


rr 


1 
| 
i 


= oo <p. — 4+ 


24 A FUNERAL SERMON 

them, and according to the gracious tenor of the 
goſpel-covenant, has given them an intereſt in all 
his ſaving benefits, or has actually begun his ſal- 
vation in their ſouls. They have received the for- 
giveneſs of their ſins, and they have received the 
Holy Ghoſt, who has renew'd and ſanctified their 
natures, and transformed them in ſome good mea- 
ſare already into his holy image. All the graces 
of the ſpiritual life have been formed in their hearts 
and tempers, and are daily improving and carrying 
on to perfection by their divine Author, as the 
evidence and pledge of their future poſſeſſion of 
eternal life, or of that complete and glorious ſal- 
vation in which they now believe, of which they 
are heirs, and for which they look and long. 
To ſee the goſpel-ſalvation then as true Chriſtians 
do, is both ſeriouſly to bcheve the ſcripture reve- 
lation of it, and to have an experience of its com- 
mencement, by a work of renewing grace in our 
own fouls. I am now, 


IV. and Laſtly, To ſhew you what ground this 
will afford for a peaceful diſmiſſion; © now letteſt 
thou thy ſervant depart in peace; for: mine eyes 
have ſeen thy ſalvation.” Whenever the Chriſtian 
can adopt this latter part of Simeon's ſong, he can 
alſo adopt the former part of it: whenever he 
can ſay, that he has ſeen the ſalvation of grace, he 
can alfo ſay, that he is ready to depart in peace, 


and can rejoice in the hope of glory. The one is 
the ground of the other. Their connection, or the 
dependance of our being diſmiſſed in peace, upon 


— Our 
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eur having ſeen God's ſalvation, I ſhall briefly 
argue and illuſtrate in a few particulars. 


1ſt. Our having ſeen the goſpel ſalvation, as juſt 
explain'd, or having believed in and partly ex- 
perienced it, is a reaſon of God's diſmiſſing us in peace; 
it is a reaſon on his part, for granting us our 
diſmiſſion in a way of mercy and favour, and 
not cutting us off in wrath and vengeance. It 


is what carries in it the reaſon of a means, and 


not of merit; for ſinful creatures, as the beſt of 
men are, mult eternally diſclaim all merit of theirs, 
with regard to God. But though we cannot me- 
tit any bleſſings, in a way of debt from the juſtice 
of God, we muſt nevertheleſs have a meztneſs for 
the reception of his favours, or his holineſs and 
wiſdom will not allow him to beſtow them; for 
we are to remember, that it is in all wiſdom and 
prudence his grace abounds towards us, Eph, i. 8. 
He confers lower, to fit us for higher bleflings, the 
initial bleſſings of grace here, that it may become 
him to crown us with the conſummating bleſſings 
of glory hereafter. Till therefore we have par- 
taken of his grace, and his ſpiritual falvation has 
been begun in us, we cannot obtain a peaceful 
diſmiſſion from him, and a paſſport in death to 
the manſions of glory, prepared for his people. 
When unbelieving, impenitent ſinners die, they are 
ſent to their own proper place, a place of torment, 
horror, and deſpair; and till we have believed in 
Chriſt, and accepted his ſalvation, we are all of us 
children of wrath, and cannot be in a ſtate of 
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peace with God, and therefore cannot be dif- 


miſſed by. him in peace. But when we have be- 
lieved in, and received Jeſus Chriſt, as our Lord 
and Saviour, he is our peace, and by him we re- 
ceive “ reconciliation with God. It is then, accord 
ing to the tenor of the new covenant, we are par- 
doned and juſtified by the blood of Chrift, are re- 
ſtored to God's favour, and renewed in his likeneſs, 
are adopted into his family, and have him, for the 
God of peace, engaged to take care of us in life 
and death, in time and eternity. Then death be- 
comes a covenant bleſling, and is ſent as the meſ- 
ſenger of love, to put a period to our ſorrows 
and troubles, our toils and conflicts, to give us a 
releaſe from our painful confinement, and an abun- 
dant entrance into the reſt and recompence and 
joy of our Lord. | 


2dly. Having ſeen God's falvation, beheved in 
and felt its power, fits us for dying in peace, with 
reſpe& to our own frame and temper. It has a 
ſure tendency to do ſo; and though a conſtitu- 


tional melancholy, the nature of the mortal diſeaſe, 


or ſomething ſovereign and unaccountable in the 
divine diſpenſations, may now and then prevent it, 


for the molt part it does produce this happy effect. 


And that for very obvious and ſubſtantial reaſons, 
which” [ ſhall briefly touch. As, 


'* SO At2TtAA2 71 ſhould be rendered in Rom. v. 1 1. and not 
dy atonement, | 
7 4 e it. 
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- rſt; Becauſe having ſeen God's ſalvation is an 


evidence of our being in a ſtate of peace with bim. 


Though men can live careleſs and unconcerned 
about the favour, or diſpleaſure of the God that 
made them, what reaſonable creature, in the uſe 
of his ſenſes, can die in peace, can think without 
horror, of going to appear before God, as his judge, 
and of being fixed by him in an eternal, unchange- 
able ſtate of happineſs or miſery, while. he is quite 
uncertain, whether God is his friend, or his enemy ? 


But to have ſeen. his ſalvation, to have been ena- 


bled heartily to embrace the Saviour of his ap- 
pointing, and to have been renewed in the image 
of his holineſs, is a clear, inconteſtable proof of 
his ſpecial favour; that his grace has made us to 
differ; that with loving kindneſs he has drawn us; 
that though we were enemies, we are reconciled 
to him by the death of his Son, and that much 
more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his 


life. For his love is unchangeable like his nature; 


he will perfect that which concerns us; and what 
he has begun in grace he will conſummate in glory. 
And what abundant reaſon is this, for the ſaint's 
reſigning himſelf to the cold arms of death with- 
out reluctance, with calmneſs and ſerenity ? Nay, 
what a firm ground docs this afford for comfort, 
joy, and triumph, in the proſpect of his immediate 
releaſe from this enemy's country, to ga home to 
the everlaſting enjoyment of his reconciled God 
and Father! 
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⁊2dly. To have ſeen God's ſalvation, to have had 
his kingdom of grace commenced in our ſouls, 
will form us to a proper temper for dying in peace. 
Where this ſpiritual ſalvation has once come to 
reign in the heart, and wrought a thorough change 
in our nature, it will render devout reſignation to 
the will of God, in all events, our prevailing tem- 
per through life. It will cure our immoderate af- 
fection for this world, looten our attachments to 
it, and make us habitually ready to quit it, when- 
ever infinite wiſdom and goodneſs fee fit. It will 
make us meet for a better world, will give us 
lively proſpects by faith of it's joys and glories, 
and will fill us with longing deſires, with ardent 
| aſpirations after it, as our complete deliverance 
from all our corruptions, troubles, and tempta- 
tions, and as the conſummation of all our hopes, 
and wiſhes, of our holineſs and happineſs. And 
then how welcome death! How chearful, how 
thankful the Chriſtian, to ſee his trials and con- 
flicts juſt over, and the end of his hopes and wiſhes 
near! Further, 


3dly. To have ſeen God's ſalvation, believed in, 
and experienced its gracious effects, will fit us for 
departing in peace; as it will afford us occaſion 
for the moſt comfortable reflections, and give us 
ground for the moſt encouraging concluſions and ex- 
peftations. Chriſtians who have ſeen God's ſalva- 
tion, eſpecially if, like Simeon, they have arrived to 
advanced years, and have been long waiting for 
its completion, can look back upon many ſolemn 
tranſ- 
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tranſactions that have paſſed betwixt God and 
their ſouls; they can recollect how often they have 
ſincerely given up themſelves to him, through 
his dear Son, both in public and private; what 
delightful communion they have enjoyed with him 
in his ordinances, and what animating inward 
pledges they have received of his everlaſting love, 
along with it's outward emblems, at the table of 
the Lord. How often, when they have ſealed to 
him a covenant of faith and obedience, has he 
ſealed to them a covenant of promiſe and grace! 
And they have therefore his unchangeable pro- 
miſes, his covenant engagements, to plead and 
rely upon, for his never leaving nor forſaking 
them, for his ſupporting and comforting them, 
when they are to walk through the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, for his being the ſtrength of 
their hearts, when fleſh and heart are ready to fail, 
and being their portion for ever and ever, Once 
more, 


4thly. Having ſeen God's ſalvation, is a neceſ- 
iary preparative for the ſcalings of his Spirit, which 
will render death not only peaceful, but triumph- 
ant. Where our ſupport reſts only upon rational 
deductions from, and applications of, ſcripture 
romiſes to ourſelves, as anſwering the characters 
of the perſons to whom ſuch promiſes are made, 
it will be but weak and wavering ; becauſe our 
knowlege of ourſelves is fo imperfect and unſa- 
tisfactory, as our characters are ſo mixed, and our 
frames fo variable and inconſtant. A Evely joy and 


ſirong 
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firong conſolation, in the ſolemn period of nature's 
diſſolution, muſt ariſe from the influences of the 
bleſſed Spirit, witneſſing with out ſpirits, that we 
belong to the family of God, and are heirs of his 
glory, and ſealing us as ſuch to the day of public 
redemption. But in order for the holy Spirit to 
ſeal us as his own, there muſt be the previous 
work of his grace in our hearts, as the abiding mark 
of his property in us. There muſt be the linea- 


ments of the divine likeneſs drawn in our nature, 


like the lines of a ſun-dial, for his light to ſhine 
upon, and thereby diſcover to us our reſemblance 
of, and witneſs our relation to God, our heavenly 
Father. When the holy Spirit, who has renewed 
and ſanctified us, irradiates his own work in our 
hearts, and aſſures us that it is real, notwithſtanding 
its preſent imperfections, we can then triumph in 
the aſſurance, that it will be completed in glory, 
and rejoice the more fervently, the nearer we ſee 
ourſelves approach to that bleſſed ſtate. Thus I 
have ſhown you, what ground ſeeing God's ſalva- 
tion affords for a peaceful diſmiſſion, and have 
gone through what was propoſed in een the 
text. 


It now remains, that I endeavour to make ſome 
Application of this noble ſubject, not ſuch as it's 
importance and dignity might demand, but ſuch 
as the little time before us will admit; which mult 
: _— be compriſed in a brief reflection, or 
As, E | 24 
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for the Reverend Dr. JenwTR 65. 34 
I. Would you die in peace, my brethren, and 
what an important bleſſing 13 that! how much 
ſhould it concern you to know, whether you are 


the /ervants of God, and have ſeen his ſalvation ? 


Death is a ſolemn period, as it is the Ara or com- 
mencement of eternity, and dying work, in mere 
nature's ſtrength, is hard work indeed; and yet 
it is work you will all have to do, and the great 
God only knows how ſoon. Of what unſpeakable 
importance therefore is it, to be ready and pre- 
pared for it, in the ſtrength of divine grace 
Now except you really bear the character of God's 
ſervants, are, like Simeon, juſt and devour perſons, 
or have cordially received Chriſt and his ſalvation, 
you cannot die ſafely, cannot be diſmiſſed of God 
in a way of mercy and peace, but are victims far 
the ſtroke of his vengeance. And except you 
have ſome good aſſurance of your chriſtian cha- 
rafter, faith and experience, you cannot die com- 
fortably, ſerenely and joyfully. Sirs, be awakened 
then to give diligence, to make your calling and 
election ſure: And may the God of grace ſhew 
you his ſalvation, and ſhew you ſeverally your 
perſonal intereſt in 1t, that embracing your divine 
Saviour, in the arms of your faith, you may be 
always ready to depart in peace, and follow him 
chearfully into an inviſible and eternal world. 
And, 


2dly. What reaſon have we to acgquze/ce in the 
death of our chriſtian friends, and long to follow 
them, of whom we haye ſufficient ground to be- 
8 | lieve, 
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lieve, that they were ſincere ſervants of God, and 
had ſeen his ſalvation, and whom he has di/miſs'd in 


peace! Have we not parted with ſuch, who walked 
. cloſely with God for a long courſe of years, who 


by a holy, regular, uſeful and exemplary conver- 
ſation, proved themſelves to be the ſervants of 
God, and ſhewed both heir experience, and the 
power. of the goſpel ſalvation ; and who at length 
received a peaceful diſmiſſion, were ready to leave 
this world without any reluctance, knowing in 
whom they had believed, and in hopes of going 
to the enjoyment of a heavenly world ? It is a 


great loſs the church below, and the friends and 


families of God's ſervants ſuſtain in their removal; 
but the conſideration how much it is zheir gain, 
as well as God's appointment, ſhould reconcile us to 
it, and we ſhould admire and adore that grace, 
which made them once the excellent of the earth, 
in order to make them now the bleſſed of Heaven. 
Inſtead of lamenting their departure, it would be 
a nobler act of chriſtian friendihip, to congratu- 
late in our own breaſts their ſafe arrival in the 
preſence of their beloved Saviour ; whoſe ſalvation 


they ſaw here, and ſaw enough in that to kindle 


their devout affections to him, but whoſe glorious 
perſon they ſee above, and are loſt in tranſports of 


wonder, love and joy. Having ſeen the end of 


their converſation, let it be our great concern to 
follow their faith and holineſs, like them to walk 


humbly and cloſely with God, in the exerciſe of 
the private duties and graces of religion, and in a 
ſerious attendance upon all its public inſtitutions, 
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as well as to do juſtice, and ſhew mercy to men; 
that having been uſed to converſe with our bleſſed 
Saviour by faith, in his word and ordinances, and 
advanced in our experience of his ſalvation, we 
may be prepared alſo to depart in peace, and go 
to /ee and enjoy him in his heavenly glory, along 
with our pious friends gone before us. 


I doubt not but moſt of you have anticipated 
me, by already applying in your own minds 
what has juſt been ſaid, to the mournful occaſion 
that has collected this numerous audience.—The 
much lamented death of the late worthy Paſtor of 
this church, the Rev. Dr. David JENNINGS. 
The Dr. was no friend, nor am I, to making a 
practice in funeral diſcourſes, of filling up much 
of the time, which is appointed for the ſervice of 
our Creator, with the hiſtory, or praiſes of our 
fellow creatures, Yet when eminent perſons, who 
have long filled up public ſtations, with great ap- 
plauſe and uſefulneſs, are removed from this 
world, it is fit, and may be of real uſe, that diſ- 
tmguiſhed notice ſhould be taken of them, and 
ſome account of them thus publicly preſerved, 
I ſhall therefore lay before you a few brief me- 
moirs, relating to your deceaſed miniſter, nearly 
in the order in which they have been put into my 
hands, 


The Rev. Dr. Davip JexnninGs was the ſon of 
the Rev. Mr. Jobn Jennings, formerly of Chriſt 
Church Colleg e Oxon, and afterwards rector of 
Hartley V. 2 bel, Hants; whence he was ejected 
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34 A FUNERAL SERMON 
by the act of uniformity, on the 24th of Auguſp 
1662, when many other excellent men alſo ſuf- 
fered for conſcience ſake.“ He had two fons, both 
devoted to the miniſtry, and I may add, 42th orna- 
ments to it. The elder, the Rev. Mr. Jobn 
Jennings, was for ſometime paſtor of a church at 
Kibworth, in Leiceſterſhire, which his father had 
gathered, and was afterwards tutor of an academy 
at Hinckley. Dr. David Jennings, the younger ſon, 
who gloried in being the immediate deſcendant of 
a confeſſor for liberty of conſcience, was born 
May 18, 1691, and received his grammer learning 
at a free-ſchool in Kibwworth. About the year 1709 
he came to London, and entered on a courſe of 
academical ſtudies, under the tuition of the Rev. 
Dr. Chauncy, and finiſhed them under the Rev. 
Dr. Ridgley and Mr. Eames. He preached his 
firſt ſermon at Batterſea, May 23, 1714. In 
March following he was choſen one of the lectur- 
ers, at an evening lecture then carried on at Ro- 


* He continued for ſome time about that county, preach- 
ing the goſpel, (though at the peril of his life) whenever op- 
portunity offered, reſiding probably at Tuckwelt, where he was 
tutor to one Mr. Noyes. Aſter that he removed into Leiceſterſhire, 
and reſided at Langton, as chaplain to Mrs. Pheaſant ; in 
whoſe houſe he founded a church of proteſtant diſſenters, that 
ſtill ſubſiſts at K7bworth, very near Langton, Dr. Calamy ſays 
of him, „That he was a ſerious and painful preacher, and of 
« 2a chearful temper; ſpent much time in his ſtudy, and was 
well reſpected both by his people, and by the neighbouring 
«© miniſters, and was very eaſy under tha: retired courſe of 
« life, which he led in the latter part of his time.“ 

Calamy"s Contin. of Baxter, Vol. I. p. 514,15. 
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therhithe. In June 1716 he was choſen aſſiſtant to 
the Rev. Mr. Fexon. May 19, 1718, he was cho- 
ſen, and July 25, he was ordained paſtor of this 
church, in the room of the Rev. Mr. Simmons de- 
ceaſed. In 1719 he married Mrs. Elizabeth Cox ;* 
of whom hi had a melancholy loſs within the year. 
May 19, 1724 he married Mrs. Sarab Collinsf, his 
preſent mourning relict; in her he enjoyed a pru- 
dent, as well as fairhful partner through life ; of 
whoſe great care and tenderneſs for him, under his 
late frequent diſorder, he diſcovered a deep ſenſe, 
and by whom he has left two ſons, Mr. Fo/eph and 
Mr. David Jennings. On the deccaſe of the Rev. 
Mr. Daniel Neal, in 1743, he was choſen a truſtee 
of Mr. Coward's large charities; and in Augiſt of 
that year, he ſucceeded the Rev. Mr. Hubbard, as one 
of Mr. Coward's lecturers at little St. Helens. On the 
death of the learned Mr. John Eames in 1744, he 
{ucceeded him as divinity profeſior of the academy 
in London, then chiefly ſupported by Mr. Coward's 
charity ; and in May 1749, the ancient univerſity 
of St. Andrews in Scotland, honoured him with the 
degree of doctor in divinity, 


There are but few things of the Doctor's in 
print; thoſe with his name to them, lingle ſer- 
mons enoepced, are, 


* She was daugher to Mr. William Cox of Wapping, timber 
merchant, and died in child-bed. g 

+ A daughter of Mr, Jeſeph Collins of Hackney, deceaſed 
ſome time before. | 
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Sermons to Young People, publiſhed in 1730, 
and dedicated to his church. 


Several Sermons, among thoſe — at Ber- 
ry Street by ſeveral miniſters, on the principal 
heads of the chriſtian religion in 1733» and pub- 
liſh'd in 1735. 


A tranſlation of profeſſor Francł's Letter on 
the moſt uſeful way of preaching, and a preface, 
containing ſome account of the profeſſor ; pub- 
liſn'd in 1736, together with two diſcourſes of 


Mr. John Feunings's, on preaching Corift, and on 
experimental preaching. 


An Introduction to the Uſe of the Globes and 


Orrery, with an Appendix, attempting to explain 


the Moſaic Account of the firſt and fourth days 


work of Creation; printed in 1739, but not pub- 
liſh'd *till 1747. 


An Abridgment of the Life of the Rev. Dr. Cot- 
ton Mather, publiſh'd in 1744. 


An Appeal to reaſon and Common Senſe, for 
the Truth of the Holy Scriptures, in 1755. 


Beſides theſe, he was author of an anonymous 
piece, written with great ſmartneſs, in vindication 
of the ſcripture doctrine of original fin, printed 
in 1740. 


Dr. Jennings ao a very good ſtate of health, 
for a great number of years, till within two years 
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of his death, when he was ſeiz'd with fits, which 


frequently return'd, and conſiderably weaken'd 


him, till they carried him off. Upon finding 
himſelf decline, he was very ſollicitous to ſee the 
church ſettled with a paſtor, capable of ſupply- 
ing the loſs they ſuſtain'd by his incapacity o 
ſerving them, tho? his affection for them, and not 
any lucrative views, made him dcſirous of retain- 
ing his relation ro them till his death, as co-paſtor 
with the perſon they might chule. 


After theſe brief memoirs relating to the Doctor, 
you may expect I {hould attempt to draw his cha- 
racter; but here I am conſcious how much it muſt 


ſuffer under my hand, who am quite unpractis'd 


in every thing of this kind; and therefore ſome 
ſhort, imperfect ſketches is all I can offer, which 
I hope your candour will receive, as expreſſi ng my 
intention, rather than ſatisfying my ww1ih. 


Dr. Jennings was bleſs'd with a ſtrong conſtitu- 


tion and comely perſon, and I may fafely add, 
with a quick apprehenſion, an acute judgment, 
a lively imagination, and a happy memory. His 
natural temper was eaſy and chearful, and at the 
ſame time warm and ſanguine; and tho? that 
temper always has its inconveniences, it has alſo 


its great advantages, which were very conſpicuous 


in him, as it render'd him indefatigable in purſu- 
ing every ſtudy he engag'd in, and indeed in fill- 
C2 | ing 
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ing up all the duties of his ſtation, as they were 
highly his delight. His general behaviour was 
humane and obliging, and his converſation was 
very acceptable, as it was always chearful, enter- 
taining and inſtructive. For this he was well fur- 
niſh*d by his general knowlege; for, beſides an 
extenſive and accurate underſtanding of the Scrip- 
tures, there were few branches of ſcience, or of 
arts and manufactures with which he was wholly 
unacquainted. He lived much in his ſtudy, yet 
without acquiring any of the ruſt and auſterity, 
or aukward unſocial manners which too often diſ- 
grace learning; and the ſtrength of his conſtitu- 
tion carried him thro* a conſtant ſeries of labori- 
ous ſtudies, for ſeveral years after his engaging 
in the academy, without impairing his ſpirits, or 
ſubjecting him to that languor which attends re- 
lax'd nerves, and is apt to render perſons very 
uncomfortable to themſelves and others. In pri- 
vate life Few had the happineſs to be more va- 
lued by their friends and acquaintance ;z and the 
e unaffected grief of his ſurviving family, | 

ews what a ſenſe they have of their great loſs in 

his removal : a long courſe of harmonious years 
deeply endear'd him to his now afflifted conſort ; 
and he was not wanting to his children in any of 
the duties of an afſectionate parent, which he had 
the pleaſure to fee return'd in filial piery. He 
kept up the worſhip of God, and good order in 
his family, with great care and conſtancy, and was 
an amiable example to them of piety, ſtrict be 
briety and temperance. | 
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In his public charafter ;—as a' Miniſter, I need 
not tell you of this congregation, how well fur- 
niſh'd he was for his work, and how acceptable in 
it. As to his ſcheme of ſentiments in divinity, 
tho? he call'd no man maſter, but was a zealous 
afſertor of the right of private judgment, in op- 
poſition to the authority of human creeds and hu- 
man eſtabliſhments of religion, his ſentiments 
came neareſt to Calviniſm, as what he thought, in 
the main, to be the obvious doctrine of Scripture, 
and the preaching of which God had always moſt 
remarkably own*d and ſucceeded. In him they 
were the reſult of cloſe ſtudy, which had fo well 
ſtock*d his mind with religious knowlege, that he 
would often, upon occaſion, preach with the ſame 
fluency and propriety extempore, as if he had had 
the greateſt leiſure for compoſing. There was 
an agreeable mixture of eaſe and dignity in his 
appearance in the pulpit ; his voice was clear and 
muſical rather than ſtrong; his manner graceful, 
pleaſing and pathetic; and his matter was fo 
happily diverſify'd, as to render his diſcourſes both 
entertaining and edifying, ingenious and affec- 
tionate. But his diftingpn/hing excellency was a cer- 
tain eaſe and per/picuity, which ran thro? all his 
performances, whether of the pulpit or the preſs, 
by which he made every ſubject he treated of ap- 
pear plain and familiar, He was form'd as a 
preacher for a ſon of conſolation, rather than a ſon 
af thunder, tho? he could ſometimes be awfully, 
as well as tenderly pathetic, I need not tell you, 
that he had a very happy gift in prayer, and could 
readily adapt himſelf with great pertinency and 
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fulneſs, to the variety of caſes that occur, in 
common or in the chriſtian life. In ſhort, he was 
diſtinguiſh'd among his brethren in the miniſtry 
for his abilities; and for many years God ren- 
der'd his labours among you very ſucceſsful, while 
with much ſeriouſneſs, fidehty and conſtancy, he 
diſcharg'd all the duties of his paſtoral office, *till 
near the cloſe of his lite. 


It was the opinion of his diſtinguiſh'd abilities, pro- 
cur'd him a call to the academy, from the worthy gen- 
tlemen concern'd in ſupporting it, and the earneſt 
ſollicitations of the ſtudents, which had conſiderable 


weight with hita, to induce him to accept it. And 


in what a courſe of labour did that engage him 
Thoſe of you who had the advantage of being 
under his tuition, before his fatal diſorder ſeiz'd 
him, well know, with what uninterrupted con- 
ſtancy he fill'd up his place in the academy, never 
ſuffering any thing to divert him from his daily 
attendance. You know what an eaſy, happy 
method recommended his inſtructions ; how fa- 
miliarly he led you by the hand thro? the gates of 
ſacred truth; how aſſiduous he was in diſcharg- 


ing all the duties of his important relation to you, 


improving your minds with divine knowlege, re- 
commending ſerious, experimental religion to you, 
and watching over your manners and conduct; 
how tender he was of your intercſts, and always 
ready to befriend and aſſiſt you! Indeed his whole 
ſoul was engag' d in his academical employ ; it was 
his heart's deſire and earneſt prayer, to have his 

ſtudents 
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ſtudents prove ſkilful, ſerious, godly miniſters of 
the glorious goſpel of Chriſt; and he had the plea- 
ſure to ſee many go from under his care who have 
prov'd ſuch, have met with great acceptance in 
the world, and by whom his uſefulneſs will be as 
it were prolong'd. 


Thus did he chearfully perſevere in a conſtagt 
courſe of various ſervices, till it pleas'd God, about 
two years ſince, to permit an epileptic diſorder to 
ſeize him, probably owing to his denying him- 
ſelf ſufficient reſt, and over-ſtraining his conſtitu- 
tion by very early ſtudies, for ſeveral years toge- 
ther, after his undertaking his employ in the aca- 
demy. The frequent returns of this diſorder gra- 
dually impair'd him, and prevented his continued 
conſtancy in the duties of his ſtation, and made 
him apprehenſive of becoming quite incapacitated 
for ſervice, a thing which of all others he moſt 
dreaded, and which he always look'd upon with 
concern, when he ſaw it befall any of his brethren. 
It was his frequent deſire, that he might not out- 
live his uſefulneſs ; and you know how much God 
was pleaſed to gratify him in this; as he preach'd 
the very Lord's-day before his death, and that ſe- 
veral of you thought, with more {ſpirit than uſual, 


On Wedneſday morning, the 15th inſtant, he was 
viſited with a return of his fits, which, after the 
convulſions went off, left him in a dozing condi- 
tion, which he never came out' of; but towards 


evening his breath grew very ſhort, and that dif- 
ficulty 
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ficulty of breathing encreaſed, *till early on the 
Thur/day morning“, „“ wfthout either ſigh, or 
groan, or the leaſt ſtruggling, he, in the moſt 
caſy and compos'd manner, breath'd his laſt.” 


Thus he departed in Peace; and that, not only 
with reſpect to the moſt important conſideration, 
being in a ftate of peace with God, as he was 
one of his ſervants, who had ſeen his ſalvation 
but alſo as to the manner of his dying, which was 
juſt according to his wiſh. For as his frequent 
fits made him apprehend his diſſolution approach- 
ing, he never intimated any fear of it, but ap- 
peared habitually ready ro meet it without re- 
luctance, and often expreſſed his preference of a 
+ ſudden death, if it pleaſed God. And it ſeems, 
that in mercy and favour God indulged his wiſh, 
and in the way he defired took him to himſelf. 
Thus he reſts from his labours, and his works 
follow him. 


And now what remains, but that we all endea- 
vour to make a ſuitable improvement of this at- 
fecting diſpenſation of Providence! May you, 
my much reſpected friends, his near relations, 
learn from this melancholy breach God has made 
upon you, to ceaſe from man, to expect leſs from 


* Dr. Lardner's words, in his F uneral Sermon for Dr. Hu, 
p. 48. 

+ See his Thoughts on chis com in his Funeral Sermon 
for Mrs. Watts, p. 16. 1 


fellow- 


* 
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fellow-creatures, and to depend more on the God 
of providence and grace, to make up to you the 
loſs of ſo honoured and valuable a relation: be 
reſigned to his will, whoſe goodneſs has appeared 
in many circumſtances attending this affliction, 
which I need not ſuggeſt to you. Be thankful 
your relation ſubſiſted fo long, with ſo much com- 


fort. And above all let it be your conſtant ;'.: 


cern, to improve the advantages you enjoyed from 
his inſtruction, tender care and example, that you 
may follow his faith and holineſs, be the ſteady, 
faithful ſervants of God in your day and genera- 
tion, may ſee his ſalvation, advance in the ex- 
perience of its power, and fo be prepared far 
being alſo diſmiſt in peace. 


As for you, my chriſtian friends, the dear peo- 
ple of his charge whote removal you now lament; 
let me call upon you to be thankful, that you en- 
joyed a paſtor above 44 years, who was capable of 


almoſt uninterrupted ſervice among you till the 


two laſt, and then was not wholly laid aſide; a 
paſtor who was ſo eminently furniſhed, was fo 
ſkilful, faithful and diligent to ſerve your ſouls. 
Reflect frequently on the great advantages you 
enjoyed under his miniſtry, ſeriouſly enquire what 
good effect it has had upon you, and ſtudy yet to 
improve it. Let not his judicious and affectionate 
labours among you, let not him, rife up againſt 
you at the great judgment day, to furniſh mat- 
ter for your aggravated condemnation z but be 
ſollicitous, that through divine grace, whoſe riches 
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you often heard him diſplay, you may then ap- 
pear with him as his joy and crown. Be ambitious 
to approve yourſelves ſerious, judicious, eſtab- 
kſhed chriſtians, worthy the privileges, worthy 
the paſtor, with which you have been fo long fa- 
voured ; and let your behaviour as a church do 
honour to his memory. As ſuch, keep together, 
walk together in love, and ſtrive together in 
prayer, for divine direction in your preſent cir- 
cumſtances; and be thankful you are not left 
quite deſtitute, but that you ſtill enjoy the ſerious, 
excellent labours of your aſſiſtant * preacher, 
which I mult be free to ſay, none can ſight, with- 
out betraying a want of ſenſe or ſeriouſneſs; and 
may the God of all grace, in his due time, fully 
heal the breach he has made upon you. 


And laſtly, as to you my dear young friends, 
far from the laſt in my thoughts and aſfections, who 
have been deprived of an excellent director of 
your divinity ſtudies ; let this interruption to your 
ſtudies, this ſtate of uncertainty and ſuſpenſe it 
has brought you into be improved, to teach you 
in early life to prepare for, and calmly bear diſ- 
appointments, which you will frequently meet with 
as you advance in life, and in a becoming deport- 
ment under which, much, of the uſe and credit of 
religion conſiſts. 


May you learn to look more to the great ſource 
of light, the author of every good gift, that di- 


The Rev. Mr. William Ford, junior. a 
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vine teacher, who alone teaches to profit. Com- 
mit yourſelves in ſerious prayer to the divine diſ- 
fal, and on this occaſion recommend it to the 
great head of the church, to provide proper in- 
ſtruments for your further inſtruction, that your 
education may be as happily finiſh'd, as it has 
been uſefully begun. Be careful to make the beſt 
uſe of the advantages you have already enjoy'd, 
and imitate the exemplary diligence of your late 
worthy tutor, in improving time, eſpecially to pre- 
pare for eternity. Let it be your principal care, 
to cultivate an experimental acquaintance with re- 
ligion, fo to ſee God's ſalvation, and feel its power; 
that whenever he may call you hence, and young 
as you are, you know not how ſoon, how ſuddenly 
that ſolemn event may take place, you may be 
ready to depart in peace, 


And now, brethren, I commend you all to God, 
and to the word of his grace; which is able to 
keep you from falling, and to preſerve you blame- 
leſs, and to build you up, and to give you an in- 
heritance among all them which are ſanctify'd. 


- 


Amen. 
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E are now aſſembled upon a very mourn- 
ful occaſion, to depolite. in the grave the 
mortal part, and by this attendance to pay our 
laſt tribute of reſpect to the remains of our much 
eſteemed, venerable friend, and father, who by 
the providence of God was continued to a good 
old age, and retained his vicfulne(s to the laſt. 
Our grief indeed is greatly alleviated by a firm 
perſuaſion, that his ſeu! is entered into that reſt 
which remaineth tor the people of God, after the 
labours and fatigue of the day; and that death 
ſhall not have a perpetual dominion over his body, 
but that i ſhall ſhortly triumph over the grave by 
a happy and. joyful reſurrection to an immortal 


life. 


It is affecting and humbling to behold the very 
great change, which is quickly diſcovered in theſe 
vile bodies, when the inſatiable devourer of the 
human race has ſeized us as his prey. Thoſe who 
were once ſprightly, vigorous, and active; who 
have diſcharged the different duties of their ſeveral 
ſtations and relations in life, with great fidelity 
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and honour; and who have attracted the general 
notice and eſteem, are inſtantly deprived of all ca- 
pacity for any further ſervice. There is a neceſſity 
almoſt immediately to convey away the lifeleſs 
corpſe z that in the ſecret chambers of the grave, 
far removed from our view, it may turn to rotten- 
neſs and duſt: we at length ſubmit, and even be- 
come defirous, to bury our dead out of our ſight. 
Theſe particulars can hardly fail to diſtreſs us, in 
proportion to our apprehenſion of the excelleace of 
the characters of our deceaſed friends, and to the 
cloſeneſs of the connection, which by the awful 
ſtroke is now diſſolved. 
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If it was poſſible to gratify our deſires, we ſhould 
joyfully extend the date of their lives far beyond 
the period which is aſſigned to the human race. 
We are prone ardently to wiſh, that a diſpenſation 
could be obtained in their favour from the king of 
terrors, to relieve them from ſubmitting to the com- 
mon law of mortality, which it is painful to us to 
think of, as befalling them; though it is an event 
greatly to be deſired upon many accounts by 
themſelves, as the friends of the bleſſed Fefus. 
It is appointed to all men once to die. By one man 
fin entered into the world, and death by ſin, and death 
paſſes upon all men, for that all have ſinned. Mourn- 
ful experience convinces us abundantly, that there 
can be no diſcharge from this warfare. The ſer- 
vants of the living God, who have diſcovered to 
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us the way of ſalvation; and thoſe who have been 
the moſt happily diſtinguiſhed by eminent natural 
and acquired abilities for extenſive ſervice to the 
intereſt of religion ; who have diſcovered the moſt 
affectionate concern for the welfare of immortal 
ſouls; who have been the moſt diligent and inde- 
fatigable in the ſervice of their Maſter ; who have 
been crowned with the greateſt fucceſs in their en- 
deavours to recover men from Satan unto God, 
who by their holy and upright conduct have en- 
forced the doctrines and duties they have recom- 
mended to others; who have in a long, ſteady, 
uniform courſe of life approved themſelves the 
faithful ſtewards of the manifold grace of God; 
even they are not ſuffered to continue by reaſon 
of death. The treaſure is lodged in earthen veſ- 
ſels, that the excellency of the power may appear 
to be of God and not of men, and that he who 
glorieth may glory in the Lord; from whom pro- 
ceedeth every good and perfect gift; and who ef; 
pecially commands the increaſe, which attends the 
labours of the miniſters of his word. 


But while we lament, that'the prophets are not 
permitted to live for ever; and feel the painful 
ſtroke which divides them from our ſociety, and 
deprives us of the benefit of their further inſtruc- 
tions; ſurely we ſhould not ſuffer them to be ab- 
ſolutely loſt to us in the preſent world. Being 
dead they yer ſpeak, by the remembrance of their 
undiſſembled piety and goodneſs, their holy con- 

* D verſation 
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verſation and behaviour, their attachment to the 


/ Intereſt of the Redeemer, and their fervent zeal 
or the ſalvation of periſhing fouls. 


The Providence we are now directed to attend 
to, loudly calls upon you, my friends, who for 
many years have been favoured with the miniſ— 
trations of this faithful ſervant of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
to enquire whether your improvement has been 
Proportional to the excellency of the means of grace 
which you have enjoyed: and to be exceeding 
| thankful, that this burning and ſhining light was 
| continued to you for ſo long a ſeaſon; and that 
1 the benefit which many of you have received from 
his labours has been exceeding great. Reflect, I 
intreat you, how dreadful it would be to hear Him 
teſtify againſt any of you at the bar of God, that 
he ſtretched out his hands all his life long to you, 
i but you would not hear. But I hope better things 
| of you, my brethren, though I thus ſpeak, even 
W things that pertain unto ſalvation : and yet from 
| a principle of ſincere affection, I would exhort you 
8 to remember him who has had the rule over you, 
who has ſpoken to you the word of God ; whoſe 
faith follow, conſidering the end of his conver- 
ſation; that you all may be his crown of rejoicing 
in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his 
coming. 
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for the important ſervice of the ſanctuary, will, 
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I perſuade myſelf, make it your arduous endeavour, 
to prove yourſelves not unworthy of thoſe excel- 
lent inſtructions you have received from him, 
whoſe voice you will now hear no more. 


This diſpenſation of Providence I have no doubt 


will be conſidered by you, the dear relatives of 
our deceaſed friend, as peculzarly inftruftive ; as 


deſigned to quicken you to be followers of him, 


who through faith and patience 4s now inheriting 
the promiſes. 


You, my brethren and fathers in the miniſtry, have, 
Jam aware, anticipated me in conſidering the im- 
provement which it becomes s to make of the pre- 
ſent affecting ſtroke : though I hope you will bear 
with me in reminding you of that which I would 
charge upon myſelf to lay to heart: namely, that 
this viſitation ſeems particularly calculared to ani- 
mate us to employ all our talents, with our utmoſt 
diligence for the glory of God; that we may by 
our increaſing zeal and activity, endeavour to con- 
tribute towards repairing, in ſome meaſure, that 
loſs which the intereſt of Chriſt has now ſuſtained. 


It is much to be deſired, that the mournful oc- 
caſion of our preſent meeting may be improved by 
all of us, as the means of urging us to be always 


ready. The preſent ſolemnity ftrongly enforces the 


advice which our Lord directs his people ever to 
bear in mind, to watch, becauſe we know not at 
what hour the Son of Man will come, The tran» 

1 ſition 
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ſition as to our dear friend was inſtantaneous, from 


apparent perfect health to an intire incapacity of 


taking an ſtep towards his further preparation for 
death and judgment. 


s 4+, * 


Let each of ns then do 0 Hb "our hands find 
40 do tuith our might, becauſe there is no device, or 
knowledge, or wiſdom in the grave to which we haſte. 


Let us Chriſtians give diligence to make our calling 
and eleftion ſure, that at whatever ſeaſon of life our 
Lord may ſummon us, or whether the degree 
of warning be greater or leſs, we may depart in 
peace; knowing that our Reacemer lives; and that 
though in the fleſh we may ſee corruption, yet that 
fleeping in Feſus God will bring us with him; and 
that at the reſurrection this corruptible ſhall put on 


zncorruption, this mortal ſhall put on immortality, 
and that our bodies ſhall then be faſhioned like to 


the glorious Body of our exalted Saviour. 


Then ſhall the children of God have a moſt 
joyful meeting with all their friends, who have de- 
parted in the faith of Chriſt :* and the faithful mi- 
niſter will receive no inconfiderable addition to bis 
happineſs and triumph in that day, when he ſhall 
preſent before the throne of God all thoſe who 
had been the ſeals of his miniſtry here on earth, 


ſaying : Here am J, and the children whom thou * 
15 given * | 2 x 
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